Renal failure induced by contrast material.
Transitory and occasionally irreversible renal failure secondary to parenterally administered iodinated contrast material is now well documented. Diabetes and pre-existing renal insufficiency are the two most important risk factors. Intravascular contrast examinations should be avoided whenever possible in high-risk patients, particularly diabetics with creatinine levels of 5 dl./ml. or higher. Alternative methods for the etiologic evaluation of renal failure or hematuria are suggested.